Lysis of intravascular thrombus prior to coronary stenting using the dispatch infusion catheter.
The presence of angiographic evidence of thrombus is generally thought to be a contraindication to coronary stent placement. This report describes four patients in whom angiographic thrombus was lysed using the Dispatch infusion catheter prior to coronary stenting. Urokinase was infused via the Dispatch catheter with resolution of angiographic evidence of thrombus in all cases. No complications were encountered using this technique, and all patients had excellent angiographic results after stenting. We conclude that lysis of intracoronary thrombus using the Dispatch infusion catheter is feasible and appears safe in this small study. Further trials are needed to determine if this technique reduces the acute stent thrombosis rate compared to other techniques for stent deployment in the presence of angiographic evidence of thrombus.